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Be all that you can be…

Welcome Back
It has been so lovely to have the children back in school 

again this week, they seem to have settled back in really 
well. Please don’t forget to add photos to Tapestry to tell 
us about your holidays and so the children can share 
them in school with us. 

Focus children 
As you may remember, before Christmas we had three 
focus children each week. During that week we would 
make observations of your child in their play and focus on 
their interests and next steps in their learning. Due to 
having to isolate in November, we did not get through all 
of the children so from next week we will continue with 
our focus children. If you child has already been focus for 
a week then they will not get another turn. 

Artist focus 
This half term we are focusing on the Dutch artist Piet 

Mondrian. He was an abstract artist who liked to use bold 
shapes, lines and colours to create his pictures. The 

children have already enjoyed creating their own pieces 
this week with the chalk outside and with paint and 

colours inside. We will also be using coloured squares and 
rectangles and black strip of paper to create our own 

Mondrian style pictures over the next few weeks. 

KEY DIARY DATES

Week beginning 26th

April –

Height, weight and 
vision tests for 
Reception children.

Parent consultations 

Monday 3rd May – Bank 
Holiday 

Friday 7th May –
Numbers Day 

Key Skills focus –

We will be continuing 
to practice putting on 
and doing up their own 
coats. Please try and 
encourage this at 
home too as it will help 
the children to 
become more 
independent. 
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Maths
For the next few weeks we will be focusing on the numbers 9 and 10. We will be 
exploring the ways of making these numbers and how they can be represented. We 
will be using the tens frames to continue to deepen the children’s understanding of 
numbers up to 10. We will also be using Numicon to help them find ways of making 9 
and 10 using two or more numbers. 
At home your child could …

∑ Use their Numicon to find ways of making 9 and 10
∑ Represent 9 and 10 in different ways using objects you have at home
∑ Play a game with their tens frame and counters where you put an amount on 

and they have to quickly guess the amount. Discuss how they know it is that 
number without counting. i.e. ‘I know there are 9 on the tens frame because 
there is one space empty’.

∑ Practice matching your Numicon to a numeral card.
∑ Shake and throw counters and ask, what can you see? Discuss the groups, 

numbers they can see within the number thrown.

Phonics
The children have now been in their new Read Write Inc groups for a few days and 
have adjusted really well. We are so pleased with the progress they have made with 
their reading since Christmas and that is down to the amazing support that you 
gave them whilst at home. Please continue to read as often as you can at home as 
this really will help to build their confidence and fluency with their reading. Please 
ensure that book bags and reading book wallets are in school on a Monday so they 
can be changed. If you forget please hand it to us the next day to make sure it does 
get changed. 

Literacy 
This week the children have been writing sentences about something they did in the 
holidays. We have been so pleased with how the children have approached the 
writing and they have all given it a really good go. They are becoming much more
independent at sounding out words for themselves which is brilliant. 
For the first part of this half term we are looking at the book, The Tiny Seed by Eric 
Carle. On Monday we planted three different seeds, cress, sunflower and runner 
bean. We talked about what a plant needs to grow and we will be watching them, 
measuring and taking care of them over the next few weeks. 
At home your child could…

∑ Continue to practice the key words and begin to learn how to spell some of 
them.

∑ Write a list before you go shopping so they can show you how they can 
sound out words by themselves.

∑ Tell you about what a plant needs to grow.
∑ Plant a seed at home, look after it and watch it grow. 
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