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An Amazing Fact a Day

An A-Z of Books
Amazing Fact
On 5th October 1789, the first president of the USA George Washington borrowed a book from 
the New York Society Library called “The Law of Nations.” 221 years later, it was found among 
his papers and finally returned to the library. The overdue fine adjusted to account for inflation 
would have totalled about £200 000 had the library insisted on payment.

Challenge
How many books do you think you have read?

Can you think of a book title for each letter of the alphabet?

You could also try to find out:

•	 what the longest overdue book close to where you live has been;

•	 how much the fine would be for a book which was a year overdue;

•	 about some of the strangest libraries in the world;

•	 how the numbers of libraries and numbers of visitors are changing in the UK.
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